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ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [10.09 pm]: I rise today to talk about electric vehicles. I start 
by acknowledging the really good announcement today by the state government about the 45 new charging locations 
around the state. As someone who has owned a couple of electric vehicles, I know that this is a really important 
step down the path of increasing the level of uptake in this state. EVs matter for a range of reasons. Obviously, they 
matter for the climate. I want to quote from Minister Johnston’s press release today, in which he is quoted as saying — 

“An electric vehicle charged using the State’s … grid will generate 30 per cent less greenhouse gas emissions 
than a conventional petrol vehicle. 

That is really important because transport accounts for about 18 per cent of our greenhouse gas emissions in this 
state. Of course, most people who own EVs are pretty conscientious and often charge from their solar panels, so 
they would be getting a much greater reduction than that. There is a range of other benefits, including air quality, 
fuel security and even for household budgets. Although this is a really good announcement, one of the things that 
it highlighted is how far we have to go in this space. 
There was a really interesting episode of Flashpoint on last night, if anyone watches that show; I do not normally, 
but I saw this one. It had a really important point. Globally, about 4.5 per cent of vehicles are electric. In Australia, 
it is less than one per cent, and WA is one of the worst performing states. As Will Golsby, the general manager of 
the RAC, said, nationally we are lagging behind the rest of the world and in WA we are lagging behind the rest of 
the nation. That got me thinking: why is that and what can we do? Today’s announcement is a really good first step 
in addressing that. But the global evidence shows that that is not going to be enough. As EVs have taken off around 
the world, another key thing is needed, and that is incentives. Infrastructure is in one bucket and incentives are in the 
other bucket. We have seen some pretty impressive uptake rates in places like Norway, where about 60 per cent 
of all new cars are electric. That is amazing. It has very generous tax incentives there. Even the United States, the 
United Kingdom and other countries are offering up-front cash incentives, and they are getting quite high percentages. 
I looked at other states. I think this is where we need to take on board the comment from the RAC: why are we 
lagging? Other states are offering up-front rebates on electric vehicles. In New South Wales, there is a $3 000 rebate 
on the purchase of an EV valued at under $68 000, and a stamp duty exemption. In Victoria, the same thing applies 
and there is also a target of 50 per cent of all new cars sold to be electric by 2030. The Australian Capital Territory 
goes a bit further; it has two years’ free registration and no stamp duty. There is a similar thing in Tasmania. 
So I thought: let us look at what WA can do. I have been thinking about solutions, and which solutions do not cost 
money—so, solutions that would be budget-neutral. One of those is around stamp duty. It was really interesting to 
look at. I had just bought an electric vehicle and I thought it would be interesting to see how much stamp duty is paid 
on an electric vehicle as opposed to a non-electric vehicle. I bought a Tesla Model 3, the cheapest Tesla, and I paid 
about $4 600 in stamp duty. On an equivalent-sized Camry or Mazda 6, the stamp duty payable is $3 000 less. 
I thought the Kona was interesting. There are matching models of Kona—one is electric and one is not, but otherwise 
they are identical Hyundais. The stamp duty payable on the petrol model is $1 700 and the stamp duty payable on 
the electric one is $4 421. The stamp duty payable on the electric model is $3 000 more, but people are actually doing 
the state a favour. This is a really interesting lever that the state could use and there would be no real cost to the 
bottom line. It would even out stamp duty. The state would not even have to waive stamp duty, but just make sure 
that those things were evened out. It would be a really keen incentive to getting there much more quickly. 
One of the other things Minister Johnston said today is that the government is planning for a future in which 20 per cent 
of new car sales are expected to be of electric vehicles by 2030. Twenty per cent by 2030 is way too low. That is not 
what is going to happen. I have had other conversations that suggest a very different outcome. I will give some examples 
of what car makers are going to be doing. All Audis will be electric by 2026; 50 per cent of BMWs will be electric by 
2030; all Fords will be electric by 2035, as will all General Motors vehicles; Hyundai will have 23 electric cars by 2025 
and 100 per cent will be electric by 2040; all Jaguars will be electric by 2025; all Peugeots will be electric by 2023; 
all Volkswagens will be electric by 2025; all Teslas are already electric; and all Volvos will be electric by 2030.  
I was thinking: what cars are we planning on buying in 2030 if 80 per cent of those cars are not going to be electric 
vehicles? This will ramp up much more quickly, but we need to get in front of it and plan for it. Putting in place 
the right incentives now that can marry with the infrastructure investment that we saw today is going to be really 
important. We are seeing this globally. President Biden set a target of 50 per cent for new car sales to be EVs by 
2030. This is where the world is going and where we are going. I am putting it on the table to say that there are low 
cost simple ways to make sure that we go down that path, too. Infrastructure is a great first step that I think is worth 
congratulating the government on, and I hope that we can see some partnered incentives with it as well. 
 


	ELECTRIC VEHICLES
	Statement


